136	LEGITIMACY VERSUS INDUSTRIALISM
helpless multitude who have never made their voices heard in
the din of politics—or their presence felt in any social move-
ment—are the greatest sufferers. We have a school of senti-
mentalists who tell us that war is to elevate man in his native
dignity, to depress the money power, put down mammon-wor-
ship, and the like. Let them take a rural walk (they require
bracing) on the downs, or the weald, or the fens, in any part
of this island south of the Trent, and they will find the wages
of agricultural labourers averaging, at this moment, under twelve
shillings a week; let them ask how a family of five persons,
which is below their average, can live with bread at 2-|d. a Ib.
Nobody can tell.
The opposition between economic common sense and 'idealism,'
which reached a sharp point in the Crimean War, has gone on
ever since, and, unfortunately for mankind, the 'idealists' have,
on the whole, won the day. I am not prepared to maintain,
as an abstract proposition of ethics, that there is nothing better
than material prosperity, but I do rpatntqin, in common with
Cobden, that of all political purposes which have had important
social effects the pursuit of general material wealth is the best.
Nay, more: when well-fed people tell the poor that they ought
to have souls above the cravings of the belly, there is something
nauseous and hypocritical about the whole performance. This
convenient idealism has had many forms. In the worst days of
the Napoleonic wars, the Methodists and Evangelicals told the
poor to centre their hopes upon Heaven, and to leave the rich
in   undisturbed   possession   here   on   earth.   They   were   fol-
lowed   by   the   mediaevalists   of   various   kinds:    Coleridge,
Carlyle, Disraeli, the Tractarians, and so on, whose doctrines
were, in essence, a reaction against machinery and the industrial
plutocrat  from  an  aesthetic point  of view.   More  important
still, there is the nationalist point of view, represented in Cob-
den's England by Palmerston, and destined to prove stronger
than either Cobdenism or Socialism—at least up to the present
time.
All these *noble* creeds are, in their various ways, outlets for
concealed passions of cruelty or despotism or greed. Religion
which teaches the worthlessness of earthly wealth may be re-
spected when, as in the case of St Francis, it leads to a vow of
poverty; but in a man like Tennyson we can hardly help sus-
pecting that, subconsciously, it is a dodge for keeping the poor

